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May at...
Dear Friends,
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see
that the Session of Harvey Browne has asked
me to serve as interim Head of Staff in these
days following John Roper’s retirement as our
pastor. I am humbled by this request, and
am glad to serve in this capacity as best I can.
This service will only take place until a
Transitional Pastor is named, so I suppose
that makes me a sort of interim interim
pastor. The Transitional Pastor should be in
place by the first of June or shortly thereafter, and will serve until a new permanent
pastor is installed.

Featured in this issue:



John & Janie’s Resolutions
Administration information

And finally it must be said that in the end
even the service of church members is transitional. One of the prayers in our Book of
Common Worship begins: “O Lord, before you
the generations rise and pass away.” We who
are a part of the church stand on the shoulders
of giants, those who have gone before us in
their own witness and service.
The church is but a way station on the way
to glory. As the book of Hebrews puts it:
“Here we have no lasting city. We seek the
City which is to come.” (13:14) In this interim
time, let’s join together in witnessing to the
faith which we share in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Peace,
Bill Williamson

In a way, even the designation of
“permanent” pastor is a misnomer. As John
Roper’s departure has sharply reminded us,
no pastor is permanent, not even one who has
served as John did for over two decades.
Every time a pastor is called, there is in the
back of our minds the realization that the
time will come when that time of service will
come to an end. Every pastor is a transitional
pastor.
If we seek the continuity in a church, it is to
be found, not in the pastor, but in the church
members. Ministers come and ministers go,
but the identity of a church is in those who
are a part of that community of faith. Do you
seek the community of Harvey Browne? Look
around the next time we gather for worship.
YOU are the church—you by your service,
your participation, your support of one another, your prayers, your witness, your devotion
to the faith.

Harvey Browne will be closed
on May 28 for Memorial Day

Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian Church
311 Browns Lane · Louisville, Kentucky 40207
Phone: 502-896-1791 · Web: www.hbpres.net · Facebook: www.facebook.com/HBPres

Sunday Worship

Ushers—8:30 a.m.

Ushers—11:00 a.m

Chapel 8:30 a.m.
Sanctuary 11:00 a.m.

May 6
TBD

May 6
Psalm 139:1-6
Ephesians 4:1-6
“Living in the Space of Radical
Candor”
Dr. Sue Garret

May 13
TBD

May 6 & 13
Head Usher: Bill Bliven
Pam Bliven
Jim Boswell
Kitty Boswell
Emily Brown
Christi Budd
Joni Burke
Kelly Burke
Sherri Cargal

May 13
Hebrews 12:18-24
“Going to the Wrong Church”
Bill Williamson

May 20 - No 8:30 Service
May 27
TBD

May 20 & 27
Head Usher: Lynn Overstreet
Bob Brown
Judi Jones
Jackie Cusick
Heather Drake
Mary Esch
Chrissy Evans
Marina Gutierrez

May 20—No 8:30 Service
I Corinthians 12:4-7, 12-13
Acts 2:1-21, 37-42
“A Place to Belong”
The Rev. Caroline Wood
May 27
Isaiah 6:1-8
John 3:1-7
“Intercultural Church”
The Rev. Paul Huh

Coffee Cove

Greeters —11:00 a.m

Acolytes —11:00 a.m

May 6 & 13
Jim & Kitty Boswell

May 6
Hayden Krausen

May 20 & 27
Bob Brown
Judi Jones

May 13
Donovan Hoert

May 6
Skip Light

Lay Readers

May 13
Skip Light

May 6
8:30 a.m. David Long
11:00 a.m. Veda Pendleton

May 20
Skip Light
May 27
Skip Light

May 20
Aaron Krausen
May 27
Tess Barrick

May 13
8:30 a.m. Mark Fenzel
11:00 a.m. Billie Valla
May 20
No 8:30 Service
11:00 a.m. Micah Drake
May 27
8:30 a.m. Scott Deolling
11:00 a.m. Jim Boswell
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Resolution
A resolution honoring

The Rev. John Roper
for his ministry to Harvey Browne Church
WHEREAS, John Roper has served Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian Church as
pastor since January 1997, making him the longest serving pastor in the history of
HBPres; and
WHEREAS, during that time he has preached more than 900 sermons and shared more
stories than can be counted; and
WHEREAS, he has enriched our worship with a combination of humor and the gospel;
and
WHEREAS, he has walked with us through the waters of baptism, in times of joy and
heartache, and even through the valley of death; and
WHEREAS, he has kept us faithful to our theology of a church reformed, always
reforming according to the Word of God and the call of the Spirit; and
WHEREAS, he has extended hospitality and friendship to all; and
WHEREAS, by word and deed he has embodied the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ;
NOW, THEREFORE, we the members of Harvey Browne Church do express to John
Roper the love and appreciation that he so richly deserves, and we pray God’s continued
blessing upon John and Janie as they enter the next phase of their life’s journey.
Presented in worship this 22nd day of April, 2018
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Resolution
A resolution honoring

Jane Roper
for her service to Harvey Browne Church
WHEREAS, Janie Roper has been a member of Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian
Church for the past 21 years; and
WHEREAS, she has truly been a member of the church, not merely “the minister’s wife,”
willing to help whenever she was asked in ways that revealed her caring hands and loving
heart; and
WHEREAS, she has been a Deacon, usher, greeter, communion server, teacher of
children and adults, and member of Circle Hope and the Mariners Class; and
WHEREAS, she has actively engaged in Harvey Browne’s outreach ministry as a
volunteer with Cabbage Patch, Habitat for Humanity, Uspiritus and Shawnee Presbyterian
Church; and
WHEREAS, she has been the ultimate hostess, opening her home to many, offering
delicious food and gracious hospitality; and
WHEREAS, by displaying kindness in so many ways, she has embodied Jesus’
commandment to love others as we love ourselves;
NOW, THEREFORE, we, the members of Harvey Browne Church, do hereby extend
our love and gratitude to Janie Roper for her devoted service to this congregation, and we
pray God’s richest blessings upon her as she and John begin the next phase of their life
and ministry together.
Presented this 22nd day of April, 2018

Page 4

May 1, 2018

Scheduled Events

HBTweens (3rd through 5th Grade)
May 26-18
The Tweens (3rd-5th grades) are invited to Mid-KY Tween camp at Cedar Ridge Camp.

HBYouth (Middle School & High School)
May 20, 5-7 pm
The youth will meet for dinner, games, and planning for the fall. We will include the current 5th
graders to welcome them to youth group.

May 1, 2018
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High School & College Senior Recognition
High School & College Senior Recognition
On May 13 at the 11:00 worship, we will be recognizing and blessing the 2018
graduating seniors. We would like some information on those seniors who will be
graduating. Please fill out the below form and email it to Cheryl Granger,
cherylgranger@hbpres.net. You may also drop the form off at the church office.

Graduate Information Form
Graduate’s Name:

School from which he or she is graduating:

Future Plans:

Awards/Honors/Accomplishments/Activities:

Anything else you would like us to know:

Future Address (This way we can send you a care package or a note. If you
don’t have this right now, be sure to send it to the church office once you do.)
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Thank you
Dear members of Harvey Browne—You are
simply the best. Thank you so much for an
incredible day Sunday April 22. My daughter
was here for morning worship but had to
return to Dallas before the evening activities.
When I told her about it, she said, “I hope you
now understand how loved you are.” It made
me pause, because I realized that is exactly
how you made me feel. Over these 21 years, I
have shared many hugs with you, sometimes
at weddings, sometimes at funerals, sometimes at baptisms or after we have celebrated
the Lord’s Day in worship. On April 22, you
gave me a hug that I will never forget. Thank
you for including my wife in such a meaningful way, and my children and grandchildren!

Please know that I have received many cards
and emails showering us with love and
support. Janie is making a scrapbook so that I
can cherish these memories. So, as I stare at
the sun-burned brown grass of Texas, I can
flip through those pages and remember the
bluegrass of Kentucky
Final note: Thanks so much to the planning
committee, Gary Luhr, Marianne Humphries,
Kim Harrod, Dudley and the kitchen crew,
Larry and the choir, Cheryl and Erin and the
support staff, Tim and Bob and Nathaniel and
last but not the leastest the impertuable,
delikeable, Juergen Tossmann who willfully
set aside his Bunbury to inflicticate his presence on us that evening.
John and Janie

Vacation Bible School – June 18-21, 2018
Under Construction – A Habitat for Humanity Vacation Bible School
Under Construction uses a construction theme to help children see themselves as partners in the work of
building Christian community. It teaches the value of Christian service and introduces them to the ministry of
Habitat for Humanity.
The Christian Formation Committee is actively seeking volunteers to help lead the children in music, recreation, Bible story time, crafts, and community story time. Please prayerfully consider making a commitment to
teaching our children about Christian community and service.
VBS is for children who were age 3 by September 2017 and are potty trained thru 5th grade.
To register your child, please visit http://hbpres.net/vacation-bible-school/ and fill out the registration form
by June 3rd. Contact Terry Hargrave (terryhargrave@hbpres.net) for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
The Spiritual Formation Committee is search for more volunteers for Vacation
Bible School. We have about 17 volunteers and need at least 25 to make this a
successful VBS. Please see Terry Hargrave or Cynthia Hilyerd for more
information.
May 1, 2018
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Announcements
Softball Sign-ups

Anyone interested in playing Co-ed softball and men’s softball please contact Bill Bliven
at 609-7001. Co-ed will take place on Wednesdays nights and men’s will take place on
Thursday nights. The league begins May 7

Pernicano/Neukom Marriage
We know Harvey Browne will share our joy. Becky marries Sean Neukom in Dayton, OH
on the morning of May 5. That evening we will all attend the premier of the violin concerto commissioned for Dayton Symphony. Written by Sean. Here is their address in
Pittsburgh for anyone that would want to send a congrats card.
Becky and Sean Pernicano Neukom
469 Walnut St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
Love, Pat and Kevin

Congratulations to Brenda Holder!
Harvey Browne member Brenda Holder will be graduating from the Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary this May and invites you to attend her ceremonies. Information on her
graduation can be found below.
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HB Preschool
Preschool News
Our thanks to everyone who supported the Preschool book drive for Kentucky Refuge Ministries. The drive brought in lots of preschool and easy read books to help refugee children who are
learning English as a Second Language.
We are also grateful to our incredible team of parent volunteers for an incredibly successful Trivia
Night, This year’s fundraiser was a huge success and we have been able to give financial assistance to many families so their children can attend Harvey Browne Preschool. You may also notice
new little people chairs in many of the classrooms that were purchased with Trivia Night proceeds. The children and staff have been very excited about the new toys and learning materials
purchased as well with the evening’s proceeds.
Adults are not the only one’s getting caught up in Derby festivities. We will be celebrating Derby
in a big way at the preschool. There will be boat races in the water table and parades with floats
and hats that the children have made. Of course, no Derby would be complete without horse races
and ours is no exception. We look forward to watching our young jockeys as they race on stick
horses that they have made and named.
As hard as it is to believe, we are quickly headed to the end of another school year. Our last day of
school is Thursday, May 24th with Kindergarten graduation taking place at 9:45am. We invite all
of the Harvey Browne family to join us at 11:15am in the gym for the Preschool Art Fair. Come
celebrate with us the end of another great year and the creativity and talent of our children.
The preschool still has a few openings for the upcoming school year. If you or someone you know is
interested in preschool enrollment, please reach out to Barbara Bailey or Anne Hughes in the
preschool office at 502-895-2577 for more information. Join in the fun next year!
We want to extend a very heartfelt thank you to the Harvey Browne staff and congregation for its
continued support of the preschool. Our children and staff are blessed to have such a wonderfully
supportive and uplifting faith community surrounding them.
In Christ,
The Preschool Board
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Bill Williamson Named Acting Head of Staff
The Session has approved our parish associate, Bill Williamson, to serve as acting head of
staff until a transitional pastor is in place. Bill will assume this role effective May 1, following
the departure of John Roper, who retired as pastor at the end of April after more than 21
years at HBPres.
A Transitional Pastor Nominating Committee (TPNC) is in the process of searching for
someone to serve as the transitional pastor until the next pastor is called. The search for the
next pastor is expected to take more than a year. The TPNC has conducted preliminary phone
interviews with several candidates and is preparing for face-to-face interviews with the top
candidates.

The committee hopes to recommend a final candidate to the session later this month. That
person will then have to be approved by the Commission on Ministry of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery.
Please continue to pray for the TPNC as it completes its assignment and for Bill as he
assumes his new responsibilities.

Thank you notes
Harvey Browne has received thank you notes from:
•

LPTS seminary student, Alec Brock, for financial assistance so that he could
complete his M.DIv. degree toward becoming a pastor so that he might “serve the
body of Christ”.

•

PC(USA) Presbyterian Mission for $675. for our “faithful and generous gift” for
shared mission support; our February special offering.

•

Dare to Care for our bi-monthly support in their efforts to feed Louisville’s hungry.
Presbyterian Hunger Program for our on-going support & funding.

•

Gail Farnham, PDA National Response Team, for our warm & gracious welcome of
PDA volunteers who worshipped with us on April 8.

•

Bread for the World (BFW) for our long and faithful support. HB has been an
active member of BFW for over 25 years!
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Literary Corner
Men’s Book Forum
The Harvey Browne Men's book forum
will be meeting Monday, May 28th at
1:00 p.m. at the church in room 206.
We will be reviewing the book "Murder
On The Orient Express" by Agatha
Christie, recommended by Hal Cole.
Hope to see you there.

Bookanalia
Bookanalia for May 16th at 6:30 p.m. in the
Barret Room will be Small Great Things by
Jodi Picoult presented by Sarah
Grant. This novel explores some important
current issues. All are always welcome
whether you have read the book or not. If
you buy your book from Carmichael's,
mention Bookanalia at HBPres and receive
a 20% discount.

Book Talk
Booktalk for May 29th at 11:30 a.m. in the
Barret Room will be The Bad-Ass Librarians of
Timbuktu and their Race to Save the World's
Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer. Visitors are welcome. For information
contact Sarah Grant at 239-1927.

Saturday Men’s Group Meets May 19
The Saturday Men’s Group enjoys breakfast goodies, good conversation, and
Bible study from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of each month (except
December). Bill Williamson leads a Bible study on the passage that will be the
basis of the Sunday sermon for the following day. The group meets in Room 206
at the church. You’re welcome to join us. Contact Bill Williamson at
billwilliamson@twc.com or more information.

May 1, 2018
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Mission & Ministry
2018 Bread for the World’s Offering of Letters:
For Such a Time as This
In the last 25 years, the world has reduced by more than half the number of people living in
extreme poverty. Hunger and poverty have also been reduced in our own country. Last year,
advocates helped avert dramatic cuts to domestic anti-hunger programs and prevented
extreme cuts to emergency international humanitarian assistance. In fact, Bread for the
World’s letters, along with those from churches and other groups, helped win an additional $1
billion in funding to address the near-famine crises that arose in several countries in Africa
and the Middle East.
In 2018, however, Congress is expected to again propose deep cuts to vital programs that
help people who are struggling with hunger and poverty in the United States. These might
include programs such as WIC and SNAP (formerly food stamps) that provide food to families
and senior citizens who are temporarily struggling to obtain adequate nutrition.
Congress will also consider cuts to international humanitarian and
development assistance programs that fight famines, provide nutrition for
mothers and children, and help struggling farm families increase their
output and incomes.
The Offering of Letters gives us the opportunity to put our faith into
action and make sure that everyone is fed. Please join us on April 29th
and write or sign letters to our members of Congress. Our advocacy does make a difference!

The Forgotten Louisville Project
The HBYouth continue to make monthly visits to support the Forgotten Louisville's ministry
to the Louisville homeless community. Current needs are listed below. Please leave donations
in the drop closet on the shelves marked "Forgotten Louisville".
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flashlights
Batteries - AA, AAA, and D
Ramen noodles
Snacks
Blankets
Sleeping Bags
Flavor packs to add to bottled water
Pet food - we can repackage bags of dry food, cans need to open with a pull tab
Tote bags or reusable grocery bags.

Thanks for your continued support.
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Mission & Ministry
2018 Hunger Projects
from PC(USA) Presbyterian Hunger Program
sponsored by HB’s Hunger, Justice and Earth Care Ministry
This year, funds raised from the Hunger Dinner and two yard sales will support the following
two hunger projects.
1. Alliance for International Reforestation (AIR), Guatemala: Implementing
sustainable farming with Maya farmers and schools in Quiche, Guatemala:

Rural families in Guatemala have been pushed to farming food crops on mountain slopes over
several decades due to the fact that rich valley farmland has been confiscated by corporations
for growing export crops-onions, melons, broccoli, carnations and roses. Consequently, Mayan
farmers often plant crops in unsustainable ways such as slash-and-burn farming of steep
mountain slopes. As a result, soil erosion: depletes the soil and soil fills streams; causes frequent mudslides; diminishes crop yields causing malnutrition; results in loss of trees and animal habitat and impacts climate change as forests disappear. Impact on Mayan families is also
psychological as they find themselves powerless to feed their families.
This project will:
a. Provide 40 additional families in Quiche with training;
b. Establish four new permanent tree nurseries for native trees
including tools, seed and supplies.
c. Establish native tree nursery and organic vegetable garden at local
rural schools with corresponding textbooks.
d. Improve nutrition and health of these families and their neighbors
who will also learn new farming methods and begin planting
beneficial trees.
2. Association Fenix, Nicaragua: Improving the conditions of school gardens for the
production and preparation of food in four rural schools in Nicaragua.
This project will:

a. Allow the development of school gardens in four rural schools to grow
vegetables for students and providing tools, fencing and irrigation system.
b. Provide a training plan that will generate changes in attitudes and
behavior in regard to the environment and food, focusing on sustainable
production as well as nutritional and environmental education.
c. Use orchards by teachers as a didactic resource for content development
and practical experimentation.
Yard sale in Sat. 5/19, 8am-1pm. in the gym. Donations encouraged by 5/17. Items can be
placed in the back of room 209 starting on Monday, May 7.

May 1, 2018
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HBPres Congregational Care
Deacons’ Corner
Welcome to new Deacons Sarah Bumpas, Sandy Hinkle
and returning Deacons Gail Hudson, Sara Sutphin and
Susan Anderson.
Also welcome to the new Deacon Board member Dick
Blayney and continuing member Cynthia Frentz.
All Deacons are asked to be at one of the following
meetings to receive their flock list. Please call Lynn
Cole at 502-491-5337 to schedule the meeting you will
attend.
Thursday May 10th 6:30 – 8:00 PM in Eline Hall.
OR
Friday May 11th 10:00 – 11:30 AM in Eline Hall.
There is a plastic storage box labeled Deacon supplies
in the church office in the open cubicle next to Cheryl’s.
It is in the corner next to the window. If you need
cards, magnets etc. they should be in the storage box.

Prayer Requests:
Dale Redford, Jeannette Priebe (Mother
of Angie Schulte) Robbie Blandford (Bob
Pumpelly’s brother in law), Bill Hilyerd
(Will Hilyerd’s father), Fred Garrett,
Gary Faltin, Lucy Rapp, Hal Cole, Dorothy Cundiff, Monique Zuber (Joel
Zuber’s wife, Brad and Ellen Zuber's
daughter in law), Bill Glover (Linda
Brantley’s brother-in-law), Mary Faltin,
Kathryn Zuber (Brad Zuber’s mother),
Matt Isaac (Rachel Hunt’s father), Karen Frank (Pam Schmidt's sister), Diana
(Skip & Edith Light's daughter), Pat
Lewis (Mother of Kathy Williams).

Mission Co-Workers:
Tyler Holm, Gwenda & John Fletcher,
Jeff & Christie Boyd, Rev. Dr. Dustin &
Sherry Ellington, Dr. Larry and Inge
Sthreshley

The Board of Deacons
Lynn Overstreet

Celebrate the Earth
April 22nd was the annual, worldwide Earth Day celebration. This is a time to show your
appreciation for the world and all that it provides for us. Despite Earth day already being
over, we want to continue to promote it’s message of a clean, healthy Earth because it is
incredibly important and deserves to be heard for more than a single day a year. Spend
every day appreciating what God has given us and continue to promote the health of our
planet. One day is not enough!
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Health and Wellness
Grief, Depression & Resolve
1. Don't isolate yourself after a trauma. One of the most common things about loss & adversity
is silence.
2. Give yourself permission to notice & appreciate what's good.
3. Believe these feelings won't last forever.
We need to acknowledge the capacity of the human spirit to persevere.

Offering grief support:
1. Random acts of kindness can restore hope & bring fresh strength to those who are desperate
to believe someone cares.
2. Be a good listener. Don't get caught up in what you want to say next-just listen.
3. Be real. This is not a time to "put on a happy face" Be honest about what's going on around
you.
4. Be aware. Holidays, birthdays, anniversaries & other important times can bring on a sudden,
temporary upsurge of grief.
5. Talk to each other. Healing can come from sharing different perspectives about the person
being remembered.
All of us grieve in our own way, in our own time. Patiently walking beside others as they grieve
can be the best support of all. We need to acknowledge the capacity of the human spirit to persevere.
Wellness Committee
Thank you for your consideration in being able to use this.
Nanci Chasteen

Blood Drive
Many thanks to everyone for a very successful blood drive as we collected 28 good units.
Thank you so much, we are in a very critical need for all types of blood. We look forward to
the next blood drive on May 9 and hope to see you there!

May 1, 2018
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Session Members

Pastors and Staff, Phone & E-mail

Anne Hughes
April Davenport
Betsy Frentz
Bob Roberts
Cynthia Hilyerd
Dan Askins
David Long
Eric Lehmann
Gary Luhr
Joanne Heumann
John Johnson
Josh Barrick
Keagan Henderson
Maggie Chilton
Margaret Lindsey
Pam Bliven

William W. Williamson, Parish Associate, billwilliamson@twc.com
Terry Hargrave, Director of Children & Youth Ministries
terryhargrave@hbpres.net
Paul Huh, Parish Associate, paul.huh@pcusa.org
Larry D. Brandenburg, Minister of Music, ldblouisville@yahoo.com
Beth Brandenburg, Director Children’s Choir, bethbrandenburg12@yahoo.com
Carl Enoch, Sign Language Interpreter
Timothy L. Baker, Organist/Assistant Director of Music,
kewlpipes2@gmail.com
Barbara Bailey, Director Weekday Preschool, 895-2577
harveybrownepreschool@gmail.com
Julie Rousseau, Director Nursery and Parents’ Day Out,
jrousseau@hbpres.net
Cheryl Granger, Church Administrator,
cherylgranger@hbpres.net
Erin Brashear, Administrative Assistant, erinbrashear@hbpres.net
Tim Miller, Facilities Coordinator, tmillerhb@hbpres.net
Office: (502) 896-1791 Church website www.hbpres.net
Bob Pumpelly, Maintenance, bobpumpellyhbpres@gmail.com

Deadline for submissions to the
June Newsletter is May 23, 2018
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