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 Activities cancelled through May 25, 2020
 Worship, devotions, and more online
 HBPres office & staff are working from home

The Thirty Years War (1617-1647) was one of most deadly of all wars in Europe. Millions of people died, not all in
battle, but also from disease and horrid living conditions. In the midst of all this, a musician turned Lutheran minister
was able to lift his pen out of the gutter of grief and destruction and write the following words:
Now thank we all our God,
With heart and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom this world rejoices.
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
In a recent article in The Christian Century, editor Peter W. Marty writes about the author of this text, Martin
Rinkart (1586-1649) and shares that Rinkart pastored in the small German town of Eilenburg for twenty eight of those
thirty years. During that time he lost not only his wife, but also all the other clergy in the town and the entire town
council. Over 8,000 in Eilenburg in one year alone died and Rinkart sometimes preached as many as 200 burial services
in one week. These people were not casualties of battle, but of disease and pestilence. Their very own pandemic.
In 1979, the German author Günter Grass wrote, The Meeting at Telgte, a short
novel about a meeting of intellectuals, authors, poets and musicians near the end of
the Thirty Years War who gathered to help write the narrative that would emerge
from this most disastrous of times. (Grass himself had participated in a similar
collection of writers known as The Group in 1947 — 300 years after the end of the
Thirty Years War and for the same purpose of writing narrative out of WWII.)
For the cover of this novel Grass drew a picture of a hand with a pen emerging
from a broken landscape.
For Martin Rinkhart, the pen that emerged from the broken landscape are the
words of thanksgiving and comfort. Unbelievable that they could come from the
hand of a man who had experienced such horrible tragedy and loss.
O may this bounteous God
In all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in Gods grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills,
In this world and the next.
What narrative will emerge from our pandemic? Framed within the temporal dimension of Lent, Holy Week and
Easter, ours will be a story of sacrifice, grief and pain. But also of resurrection and new life. Another hymn writer, this
one from the 20th century writes:
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again that with the dead hath been:
Love is come again like wheat arising green. (Hymn #247 in Glory to God)
Maybe the narrative has already been written. We will be resurrected to a new life, a new world and a new chance to
show that “love is come again.”
Larry Brandenburg
Minister of Music
Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian Church
311 Browns Lane | Louisville, Kentucky 40207 | Phone: 502-896-1791 | www.hbpres.net

Chair Sarah Bumpas and the other members of the PNC met with the Zoom meeting of the Session on
April 7 to report that they have a candidate to present to the congregation as the next pastor of Harvey
Browne Presbyterian Church. The name of the candidate was not given, since it is important to
maintain confidentiality until the congregation takes action. The Session voted to call a congregational
meeting for the conclusion of worship on Sunday, May 17*. Other members of the PNC are Frank
Anderson, Linda Garrett, Adam Zuber, Jim Rissler, and Jonathan Sutphin. Marianne Humphries served
on the PNC until her untimely death last December.

*Since this article was composed, we have learned that the Coronavirus is indeed keeping us from
gathering in the sanctuary on May 17. Other procedures for the meeting will be implemented. Please
watch for future communications from Harvey Browne Presbyterian.

HBPres Vision Statement
Harvey Browne Church is a community of Believers that glorifies God and honors tradition as it seeks
new ways of growing in faith, sharing our beliefs and putting our faith into practice.
HBPres Purpose Statement
HBPres is called to make a difference by making disciples who faithfully follow Jesus,
study the Bible, and love one another by serving our neighbors.
The Session of HBPres met, through the technology of Zoom, for a stated meeting on Tuesday,
April 7, 2020. Prior to this meeting the session approved, via email, to allow electronic session and
congregational meetings. Following devotion by Bill Williamson the following business was handled:
• The Pastor Nominating Committee reported a call has been extended to a candidate for pastor.

The call has been approved by the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry. Session approved a
congregational meeting be held on May 17 for the purpose of calling a pastor.

• Bill Williamson reported PC(USA) has recommended in house church activities, including worship,

be suspended until after May 4**. HBPres will concur.

• The following candidates for office of ruling elder gave their statements for faith and were

approved by session for ordination and installation: Becky Evans, Laura Krausen, Cason
Henderson, Mike Hunter, Marcia Lewis and Claudette Taylor.

• Approved the authorization of the Church Administrator and Chair of Finance Subcommittee, or

either of them, to apply for an SBA loan under the Paycheck Protection Program.

• Bill Williamson thanked the ruling elders rotating off session; Maggie Chilton, Betsy Frentz, John

Johnson, Keegan Henderson, Margaret Lindsey and Bob Roberts.

Anne Hughes
Clerk of Session
**
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This has been extended to May 25 as of April 24, 2020.

Dear Friends,
One of my favorite Bible stories is the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These three men were Jews who
believed in the Lord God, but they lived in a foreign land. The king of that country, in an autocratic moment, had a
huge statue of himself built, then commanded all the people of the land to gather before the statue and bow down.
Anybody who did not bow down, the king’s edict said, would be tossed into the fiery furnace. That was all the
incentive the people needed, so they obligingly gathered and bowed low to the ground.
Except for these three men. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, stood straight and tall and refused to bow down
before the king’s statue. The king had the three brought before him and explained that if they did not bow down,
they were toast. The reply of the three men is remarkable:
O king, we have no need to present a defense in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, he will
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand. But even if he does not, nevertheless we will not
serve your gods and we will not worship the golden status that you have set up.
What happened next? Were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego thrown in the fiery furnace? Did God protect them?
I’ll leave it for you to find out by reading the book of Daniel, chapter 3.
I am struck by their words: “Even if God does not deliver us, we will not bow down to your statue.” The three men
know full well that they could be killed, and that there is no guarantee that God will automatically deliver them.
Nevertheless, they maintain faith in God, whether God delivers them or not.
In these days of the Coronavirus, there are a few churches that seem to think that God will protect them just
because they are believers. And so they assemble in a group for worship against the plea of the governor and other
officials. “We’re Christian, so nothing can happen to us.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego know better. Having faith in God does not exempt us from the things, good and
bad, that come in our world. The real issue, whatever comes, is how we will respond to it. As Martin Luther King
once said, “The question is not whether we will be spared the trials of this world; the question is how we will act
when those trials come.”
Having faith in God does not protect us from this epidemic. Like everyone else, people of faith are called to do what
others do: wash your hands, practice social distance. One of the gifts God gives us is brains to figure out what to do.
The virus threatens us all, believers and non-believers alike. But God is still Lord, and, come what may, our trust and
our faith is in this God and the Christ whom God sent to give us life.
Bill Williamson
Transitional Pastor

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL INFORMATION
IN THIS NEWSLETTER IS DATED!

STOP

Activities and schedules may change. Currently all activity is cancelled
through May 25. For the most recent information, please visit us online:
HBPres website
YouTube channel
Facebook

www.HBPres.net
HBPres
www.facebook.com/hbpres

or send us an e-mail (we’re working from home!)
samanthalund@hbpres.net or cherylgranger@hbpres.net
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Prayer List: Sue Schneider (in the death of her husband, Harry Ananian), Paula (Mother of
St. Matthews Executive Director, Julie Abbott), India Hoddy, Carol Christell, Adrian Cole, Will & Cynthia Hilyerd, Kathy Williams, Anne Schulte (Mother of Steve Schulte), Justice Andres (sister of Jessica
Gibo), Mary Reid, Jim Cunagin, Judy Laning, Dawn Cundiff, Max Pope (Son of Cathy Shade), Linda
LaFrance, Lyle Austin (Nephew of Judy Laning), Mary Ann Baker (Friend of Sandy Dempsey & Toni
McWilliams), Sandra Sanders & Lyle Sanders (Relatives of Jim & Kitty Boswell), Connie Talbott
(Mother of Sarah Zuber), Karen Frank (Sister of Pam Schmidt), Diana (Daughter of Skip & Edith
Light)
Mission Co-Workers: Tyler Holm & family, Jeff & Christie Boyd, Rev. Dr.
Dustin & Sherry Ellington, Dr. Larry and Inge Sthreshley

If you speak with them be sure to join us in wishing them a Happy Birthday!

Dale Allison
Bill Bliven
Kitty Boswell
Portia Brittain
Rudy Brittain
Zach Budd
Ann Burge
Kelly Burke
Scott Casson
Carol Clarke

Jane Curneal
Kathy Darby
April Davenport
Mary Davenport
Barb Davis
Jane Dyer
Gary Faltin
Adam Faris
Jack Ganzer
Kevin Gilman

Pam Glaze
Barb Graas
Kim Harrod
Bill Harrod
Linda Henderson
India Hoddy
Rachel Hunt
Allison Jarvi
Thomas Jordan
Allison Lockhart

Samantha Lund
Peggy Mastropaolo
Kathleen Mayfield
Tim McCallister
Erika Nielsen
Al Pollock
Aidan Ritchie
Sara Ritchie
Scott Scheynost
Emily Smith

Sandy Smith
Bob Smith
Olivia Sodano
Shirley Sullivan
Run Thang
Jane Uhling
Bruce White
Jennifer Widmayer
Jean Wolph
Jean Young

If you would like to be added to the monthly Newsletter Reminder email, please contact
Samantha Lund in the church office at 502-896-1791 or samanthalund@hbpres.net
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Due to the Coronavirus, the Board of Deacons met by Zoom on April 7.
The primary focus of the meeting was to discuss how to handle the training
and ordination/installation of the 2022 class of Deacons.
The meetings scheduled for training in March and Deacon Flock
meetings May 7 & 8 have been canceled and will be rescheduled
when we have the ability to do so.
To the Deacons rotating off but volunteering to stay on temporarily until
the new Deacons can be installed, Thank you.
In this time of uncertainty please keep in contact with your flocks and let
the Board know of issues that may arise.
The Board of Deacons
Lynn Overstreet

“Hope is being able to see that there is
light despite all the darkness.“
- Desmond Tutu

The Harvey Browne quilters and friends exceeded their commitment to
Hosparus Health Louisville of 150 home-made face masks. Thanks to all who
helped! (Below: Ann Forseth & granddaughter Sloane Roberts make masks.)

Any donations left in the Grocery Cart in May will be given
to St. Matthews Area Ministries
(St. MAM) food pantry.
Needed Items:








Canned veggies
Canned fruit
Spaghetti noodles
Spaghetti sauce
Peanut Butter
Crackers
Paper goods

Easter has traditionally been the
Sunday to receive an offering for
One Great Hour of Sharing, an
offering that is divided among three
parts of the Compassion, Peace and
Justice division of PC(USA): Disaster
Assistance, the Hunger Program and
Self- Development of People. A large
percentage of their operating funds
come from this offering.
Contributions can mailed in or
dropped in a mailbox outside the
church office Thursdays between
12:00-2:00 PM on through May 21.

Summer will be here before you know and so will VBS! The theme is “Music, Art, Soul & Heart”
The dates for Vacation Bible School is June 29-July 2, Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM — For kids ages 4+
We will focus on scripture and activities that lifts up music, art, yoga, spiritual practices, healthy snacks, and
movement (exercise and games). If you have questions or would like Terry to look over the registration
form, it can be done by email. She is usually available a couple of days during the week.
Attendees who are in 5th grade or older will go with Terry into the community to learn about our neighbors
by serving others.
Registrations are currently available — contact Terry Hargrave.
Can you help? Got questions? Contact Terry at: terryhargrave@hbpres.net
5
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With so much uncertainty in the world around us during the COVID-19 pandemic, we are uplifted and encouraged by the care and creativity being demonstrated by Harvey Browne Preschool teachers and staff. In
the midst of unprecedented social, economic and scholastic interruption, the Preschool has found ways to
continue to teach, encourage and support our students and families.
While it is definitely not “business as usual” at the preschool, learning and support has continued through
daily Zoom (video conferencing) classes, email support, lessons, weekly music class with Mrs. Williams, and
weekly YouTube channel read-alongs with Mrs. Squires.
We recent celebrated "The Week of the Young Child" with every day providing a new focus. Some of the
daily themes included: Music Monday, Tasty Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday, and
Family Friday.
We wanted to share with everyone some of the fun ideas being sent out to our Preschool families recognizing that even if you do not live with a young child you may know one that this would be fun to share with or
to do yourself if it just happens to bring out the child in you. “Tasty Tuesday” ideas can also work anytime!
Everyone – especially children can help creating menus, cooking, setting up dining areas for stuffed animals,
playing restaurant...the possibilities are endless!
A few healthy snack ideas:
 Banana Sushi: Roll bananas in a nut/soy/sunflower seed

butter then roll in different toppings: coconut flakes, mini
chocolate chips, sprinkles. Slice to make 'sushi'.
 Fruit Kabobs: Slice up any fruit you have on hand and make

kabobs! Kids can pattern the fruit on the kabob stick.

 Oatmeal Bites: Combine 1¼ cup oatmeal, ½ cup nut/soy/

sunflower seed butter, 1 single serve yogurt (4 oz.), 1 tsp.
cinnamon. Mix well and shape into balls. Pop in the fridge
for a quick, easy snack. You can also omit the yogurt and
add honey. You can't mess these up!

 Ants on a Log: Top celery sticks with cream cheese or nut/

soy/sunflower seed butter and top with raisins. (An oldie
but goodie!)
 This website also has some fantastic, healthful, kid friendly

Elizabeth and George in one of our
preschool families are demonstrating below
how to start making banana sushi. You
should try it!

meal/snack ideas:
https://www.healthyeating.org/Healthy-Kids/Kid-Friendly-Recipes

We hope that you all stay happy and healthy and we cannot wait to be able to see everyone in person again
soon. Until then, the Preschool staff will continue to reach out with fun, educational and innovative ways to
support and help uplift our students and community.
In Christ,
The Preschool Board
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Some of these groups are still meeting!
Contact each group leader to find out how.
Meetings will continue through May 17, 2020

Together with Jesus (ages 2 and 3-year old) – Room 107
The class begins with toddlers and young preschoolers with their parents for story time.
After the story, the children go to the childcare area.
Leaders – Cynthia Frentz and Marcia Lewis
PreK/K (4 and 5-year old) – Room 208
Curriculum – Growing in Grace and Gratitude, published by the PC(USA)
Leaders – Katie Williams and childcare helper
1st-5th Grades – Room 206
Curriculum – Growing in Grace and Gratitude, published by the PC(USA)
Leaders – Sara Sutphin, Jim Boswell, Allison Lockhart
Youth – Loft
Curriculum – Feasting on the Word, published by the PC(USA)
Leaders – Terry Hargrave

Parenting Together – Room 212 – Leaders: Tom & Cynthia Frentz
Various topics and books for discussion.
Mariners – Room 216 – Leader: Jeanne Luhr
On April 19 we began studying "Church History: Those Who Shaped
the Christian Faith". We’ll begin with the Early Church, travel through
The Middle Ages and the Reformation, ending up in the Modern Period
and the Twentieth Century.
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“Parenting Together Class”
Curriculum – various topics/books for discussions
Leaders – Tom & Cynthia Frentz
Mariners
On April 19 we began studying "Church History:
Those Who Shaped the Christian Faith". We’ll
begin with the Early Church, travel through The
Middle Ages and the Reformation, ending up in
the Modern Period and the Twentieth Century.

The meeting for May 2020 has been canceled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Below is the general description of
the event that will resume at a later time.
The Saturday Men’s Group enjoys breakfast goodies,
good conversation and Bible study from 9:00—10:00
AM on the third Saturday of each month (except
December). Bill Williamson leads a Bible study on
the passage that will be the basis of the Sunday
sermon for the following day. The group meets in
Room 206 at the church. You’re welcome to join us.
Call Bill for more information.

Bookanalia is scheduled for May 20 at 6:30 PM in
Room 209 and Booktalk is scheduled for May 26 at
11:30 AM also in Room 209. The books for May
for both of these groups are memoirs from
women who struggled to overcome the environment in which they were raised.
Educated by Tara Westover is the Bookanalia
selection. Tara is the youngest child of a survivalist
and a herbalist. Her parents do not believe in
formal education or modern medicine and she
never went to school until she educated herself
enough to enroll in Brigham Young University by
saying she was home schooled.
Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of my Hasidic
Roots by Deborah Feldman is the Booktalk
selection. Raised in a strict Jewish sect that had
rigid rules for women, and then married as a
teenager and gave birth at age nineteen, the main
character was determined to lead a different life
for herself and her son.
In these challenging times, these two books offer
hope that no matter what life throws at us, we
have choices in how we live and what we do with
our lives. Let us live into that hope for ourselves,
our families, our community and our world.
Carmichael's will deliver books to us. I will check
with them to see if they will still honor the 20%
discount for book clubs that we have been using.
When you order, just mention Bookanalia or
Booktalk with the appropriate book.
May God bless you as you are encouraged by the
challenges others have overcome. — Sarah Grant

Book for
Bookanalia

Book for
Booktalk

Looking for a great deal? Mention Bookanalia or Booktalk
when purchasing one of our highlighted books at
Carmichael’s and receive a 20% discount!
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The Presbyterian Women have cancelled the Birthday Luncheon and Pot Luck evening gathering
scheduled for May twelfth. These annual events had planed to feature Harvey Browne member Dee
Pregliasco to commemorate the l00th Anniversary of Women's Suffrage. We owe a great deal to the
women who fought for the right to engage in the political process through voting. It is hard to believe
that just 100 years ago women did not have that right.
The installation of new officers was also scheduled at this time.
Our annual birthday celebration was also our opportunity to give our annual Birthday offering which is
used to support the varied projects of Presbyterian Women throughout the United States. All of us will
be contacted at a later date to contribute to this worthwhile cause.
At this time in the Coronavirus pandemic we will take every precaution to protect our members. After
Harvey Browne returns to regular activities Presbyterian Women may reschedule some cancelled
events. We urge everyone to be safe and be patient.

The members of Circle A have donated two books to the HBPres church library. The books were
presented in loving memory of two of their members, Clara Stone and Louise Pumpelly, who each
passed away earlier this year.
The Shack, written by William Paul Young, was given in Clara’s memory. “In a world where religion
seems to grow increasingly irrelevant, The Shack wrestles with the timeless question: Where is God in a
world so filled with unspeakable pain?” The answers the father gets will astound you and perhaps
transform you as much as they did him after his daughter was abducted and murdered on a family
vacation.
The Gift of Forgiveness—Inspiring Stories from Those Who Have Overcome the Unforgivable, written by a
younger author, Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt, was given in Louise’s memory. This book is “written
with grace and understanding and based on more than twenty in-depth interviews and stories as well as
personal reflections from the author. The book features experiences from those well-known and
unknown, including Elizabeth Smart, who learned to forgive her captors, and Sue Klebold, whose son
Dylan, was one of the Columbine shooters, and who has learned empathy and how to let go of her
anger…All provide different journeys to forgiveness and the process.”
Enjoy these new additions to the library and remember Clara and Louise!
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Dollars raised from our Advent Sales ($1,384.91) have been designated to purchase desks for a program
that HBPres supports, Schools in Congo. Here are some statistics about this specific school. (Information
is dated as of September 30, 2019.)
EP Tshiabantu is located in Bipemba Commune, in the city of Mbuji Mayi. This school is the only school
in this remote corner of Mbuji Mayi. Other schools are about six kilometers away. Building this school
keeps children from this corner from having to travel a long distance. This was approved by the school
population which is very important. The environment in which this school is located is a semi-urban
environment where more than 70% of the population live in an agricultural environment. Building this
school will allow children in this community to study in the right conditions by allowing them to follow
the school curriculum as is done elsewhere. This is the reason the Church thought setting up a school in
this area — to help children who were left to their own fate. The Church has a structure with nine
classes with for grades 1-6 (202 boys, 190 girls, 392 children total).

PC(USA) has requested that all mission co-workers with the United States as home-base (U.S. citizens and
U.S. permanent residents) return to the U.S. as recommended by the State Department. We had initially
stocked up on food and cleaning supplies and planned to shelter-in-place at our home in Mzuzu, Malawi
(Africa) for COVID-19. As the situation globally escalated quickly we had to evacuate Mzuzu and return to
the USA within days.
We remember that for many around the world this season has been even more difficult as many have seen
death and illness. We all face great uncertainty, but we should not give into fear. We trust that our God is
faithful to us in challenging times,
while we are not promised to be
without suffering, we are not alone.
Thank you to HBPres for lovingly
caring for us with food and activities
while we are here in Louisville,
though on quarantine so you won’t
actually ’see’ us around.’ * The
Furlough Home in the Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
campus is comfortable, perfect and
peaceful, exactly what we need right
now as we stay put on quarantine.
Thank you!
Tyler, Rochelle & Mphatso Holm
(https://holminafrica.blogspot.com)
rochelle@rochelleholm.com

Rochelle, Mphatso, and Tyler Holm

* Since this article has been composed, the Holm family has completed
their mandated quarantine and is now residing at the Furlough Home at LPTS.
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Anne Hughes
Margaret Lindsey
Jim Boswell
Mike Hunter
Veda Pendleton
Laura Krausen
Cason Henderson
Claudette Taylor
Steve Schulte
Marcia Lewis
Dan Askins
Darrell Darby
Becky Evans
April Davenport

William W. Williamson, Transitional Pastor
Ext. 112, billwilliamson@twc.com
Terry Hargrave, Director of Children & Youth Min.
Ext. 117, terryhargrave@hbpres.net
Paul Huh, Parish Associate
Ext. 109, paul.huh@pcusa.org
Larry D. Brandenburg, Minister of Music
Ext. 110, ldblouisville@yahoo.com
Beth Brandenburg, Director Children’s Choir
bethbrandenburg12@yahoo.com
Carl Enoch, Sign Language Interpreter
Timothy L. Baker, Organist/Assistant Director of Music
kewlpipes2@gmail.com
Amy Squires, Dir. of Weekday Preschool
(895-2577) harveybrownepreschool@gmail.com
Julie Rousseau, Director Nursery and Parents’ Day Out
Ext. 119, jrousseau@hbpres.net
Cheryl Granger, Church Administrator
Ext. 104, cherylgranger@hbpres.net
Samantha Lund, Administrative Assistant
Ext. 100, samanthalund@hbpres.net
Tim Miller, Building Manager
Ext. 106, tmillerhb@hbpres.net
Bob Pumpelly, Maintenance
bobpumpellyhbpres@gmail.com
Nathaniel Potts, Maintenance
Chris Brooks, Maintenance

Maintenance needs when building is locked: (502) 548-5115
Church Office Phone: (502) 896-1791 | Harvey Browne Weekday Preschool: (502) 895-2577
Visit us online at: www.hbpres.net
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