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Kroger HBPres Youth Program
Playing Favorites

When I began my ministry, I did not use the lectionary to select texts for preaching. Instead each week
I would select one of my favorite texts. After two years I was reviewing my old sermons and I made two
startling discoveries. The first was that I tended to return again and again to the same texts. The second
was that my sermons were absolutely awful. Well, now, for the most part, I follow the lectionary, which
has suggested texts for each week. The sermons are still awful but now at least there is a variety.
I thought about that as I read the following article, which raises the question, “Are our ceaseless arguments in our national church over scripture focused on what is centrally important to us or what is
centrally important to God?”

John

Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.'
Matthew 22:37

Playing Favorites By Rev. Jeff Lehn

It all depends on what you emphasize, doesn't it?

This article gave me much to think about.

When you and I read Scripture, we all play favorites. We all pick and choose our favorite passages
that seem most relevant to the situation in which
we find ourselves today. We pay attention to certain passages and avoid others. For most of us, the
parables of Jesus carry a lot more weight than the
obscure laws of Leviticus.
Biblical scholars have a fancy way of labeling this
tendency. They call it creating a "canon within the
canon." While the Christian biblical canon runs
from Genesis all the way to Revelation, we have
this habit of creating a smaller canon within the
larger canon of Scripture. We grab a favorite psalm
here, a favorite parable there, and-voila!—we have
our "canon within the canon," our favorite parts of
the Bible that purport to explain all the other
parts.
But the problem is that not all Christians agree on
what this "canon within the canon" should contain.
It reminds me of the cartoon with two people walking next to each other on the street. One of them
says to the other, "I read the Bible and now I hate
everybody who's not like me!" The other one replies,
"That's weird. I read the Bible and now I love everybody that's not like me!"

We can't get around it. We all play favorites with
the Bible, and it's not always clear why we do it,
but it's crucial to admit that we do.
My advice is to take your cue from Jesus. Do you
remember the story where a Pharisee asks Jesus,
"Which commandment in the law is greatest?"
Now, if Jesus didn't play favorites with the Bible, if
he thought every single word of it was to be treated
equally, he would have rejected the question by
saying, "What do you mean? It's all equally important. You need to follow all of it."
But he didn't. In fact, he was happy to oblige. He
was well aware of his favorites and rattled them off
without hesitation. The greatest commandment in
the entire law, he said, citing part of Deuteronomy
6, is to "love the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul and mind and strength." And then he adds
a second from Leviticus 19. "And the second is like
it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
For Jesus, his favorites, his "canon within the canon," was relatively simple: Love God and love
neighbor. For him, these two commandments
trumped all the others. If some other law in the Bible contradicted these two, they could be amended
or done away with altogether if necessary.
Continued on page 3
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Sunday Worship

Ushers—8:30 a.m.

Chapel 8:30 a.m.
Sanctuary 10:00 a.m.

August 3 & 10
Adrian & Lynn Cole
Bill & Lydia Dobbs

Greeters–10:00 a.m.
August 3
Frank & Marla Kosnick

August 3
August 17 & 24
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-18
Barbara & Robert Graas
Matthew 14: 13-21
“What Are You Hungry For?” Eric & Susan Lehmann

August 10

John Roper

Bruce & Margaret Lindsey

August 10
Matthew 14:22-23
“Get Out Of The Boat”
Adam Fischer
August 17
Psalm 67
Matthew 15:10-28
“The Crumbs”
John Roper
August 24
Psalm 124
Matthew 16:13-20
“Do You Know Who He Is”
John Roper

August 31
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
Matthew 16:21-28
“Trouble Keeping Up!”
John Roper

Coffee Cove
For the month of August if
no one is there the coffee
cove will be self serve.
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August 31
Sandi & Bill Percival
Jerry & Martha Scott

Ushers—10:00 a.m.

Dick & Shelly Kaiser

August 17
August 24
Mary Lou Krieg
Donna Jones

August 31
Laura Renz
Janie Roper

August 3 & 10
Skip Light (Head Usher)
Edith Light
Carolyn & Dudley Judy
Alice Judy
Dick & Shelly Kaiser
Frank & Marla Kosnick
August 17 & 24
Jeanne Luhr (Head Usher)
Cherry Kelly
Leslie Koenig
Rob & Laura Krausen
Mary Lou Krieg
Donna Jones
Bruce & Margaret Lindsey

Lay Readers
August 3
8:30
Lynn Cole
10:00 Skip light
August 10
8:30
Bill Percival
10:00 Maggie Chilton

August 31
Tim McAllister (Head Usher) August 17
8:30 Adrian Cole
Jim & Judy McCabe
10:00 Laura Krausen
Tony McWilliams
Karen Overpeck
August 24
Dee Pregliasco
8:30
Eric Lehmann
Theresa Reker
10:00 Allen Gilfert
Laura Renz
Janie Roper
August 31
8:30 Kim Cannavan
10:00 Marianne Humphries
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Front page continued;
And isn't this what we see Jesus doing again and
again in his ministry? Playing to his favorites,
the love of God and love of neighbor, above everything else? We watch him healing on the Sabbath, eating with outcasts and sinners, welcoming and blessing children, touching unclean lepers, protecting a woman caught in adultery and
confronting the Temple authorities. When people
criticized him, they had the Bible on their side.
His opponents could quote chapter and verse.
And they often did. But Jesus' canon within the
canon was different than theirs. Love of God and
love of neighbor first, and after that everything
else comes into focus.
So, think for a moment with me. What are your
favorites in the Bible? What is your canon within
the canon? Which Scripture passages do you regard as most important, the ones you come back
to again and again for comfort and wisdom and
hope? The teachings of Jesus? The Old Testament
prophets? The letters of Paul? A favorite psalm or
two?
Well, we can simplify things even further if we
take our cue from Jesus. Two simple things above
all else: love of God and love of neighbor. What
would it look like if our canon within the canon
were this simple and this challenging? Love of
God and love of neighbor. Nothing more and nothing less. St. Augustine, the fourth-century North
African bishop and probably the most significant
theologian in the history of the church, noticed
Jesus' canon within the canon and decided to take
it one step further.

In his long and complex treatise On Christian
Doctrine (1.35.40), Augustine paused for a moment of pastoral reflection to say this: "Listen up,
I have a surefire way for you to detect if someone
has misunderstood Scripture. Here's the rule. If
you ever hear a preacher—or any Christian for
that matter—interpreting a passage of Scripture
in such a way that it doesn't promote the double
love of God and neighbor, then they are flat-out
wrong. It's that simple."
All faithful interpretation of Scripture, Augustine
said, must increase love of God and love of neighbor or it has missed the mark. Therefore, any interpretation of Scripture that hurts people, oppresses people or destroys people cannot be right.
And he would insist, of course, that he's only taking his cue from Jesus.
Our "canon within the canon" can be that simple:
love of God and love of neighbor. Some harmful
traditions will lose traction. Some unjust laws
will need reframing. But we may just find ourselves seeing new things in the most unlikely
places, things we've never seen before, as we allow ourselves to focus on what matters most.
Rev. Jeff Lehn is the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Ladies Book Talk
The HBPres Ladies Book Talk will meet
Tuesday, August 26 at 11:30 a.m. at the
Bistro at the Olmsted. We will discuss
The End of Your Life Book Club by
Will Schwalbe.
There is no library discussion kit for this book.
For questions, contact
Mary Faltin, 325-5069.
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Men’s Book Forum
The HBPres Men's Book Forum
will meet Monday, August 25 at 1:00 p.m.
in Room 206. We will be reviewing
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris,
recommended by Jim Hickey.
For questions, contact Gary Faltin,
glfaltin@yahoo.com, 325-5069.
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Caring for our Church Family

Stephen Ministry – Making a Difference
Our congregation recently sent Doug Earley to
Dallas to attend the Leader's Training Course.
The course will equip him to:
 build awareness of Stephen Ministry within our
congregation and community,
 recruit and train Stephen Ministers,
 meet with potential care receivers to asses their
needs,
 match care receivers with Stephen Ministers,
 provide Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervision and continuing education.
Doug will begin serving as a Stephen Minister
Leader in August. Please join our Stephen Ministry
Team in welcoming him as a new leader to this
very important ministry of our church.
If you know of someone who is going through a difficult time and might benefit from our caring
ministry, please contact Kim Cabrera, Doug Earley
or Scott Blake.

Deacons Corner
Please remember your flock during
the summer. A card, a telephone call
or a chat at church will keep you connected.
Make your plans now for the Deacon
Fall Retreat, Saturday, September 13
at 10:00 a.m. in Eline Hall.
Save the date!
Marla Kay Kosnik
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Attention parents of
children in grades third
through fifth for the
2014-2015 school year:
It is time to recruit acolytes for the next
year. All third through fifth graders are
encouraged to participate as an acolyte
on Sunday mornings at the 11:00 a.m.
service. An acolyte lights the candles at
the beginning of the service and then
extinguishes them at the end. If you
were an acolyte in the past we hope you
will continue.
If you have never been an acolyte before,
don’t worry, we will teach you. I will
meet with you and your family before
the service. Please meet at the chancel
of the Sanctuary 20 minutes before the
11:00 service on the day you are scheduled. I would like at least one parent to
attend with your child.
You will be expected to light the candles
and extinguish when you are scheduled,
or to find a substitute. (Names and
phone numbers will be on the schedule).
The schedule comes out about four times
a year.
Please call, talk to me at church, or
e-mail me to let me know if you wish to
be an acolyte this year or if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,
Julie Rousseau
Worship Council
693-5535 (cell)
jrousseau@bellsouth.net
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Caring for our Neighbors
Habitat Raise the Roof
Remembering:

Tom and Mary Smith’s
son William “Bill” Smith
died July 10, 2014.
Marlene Mitchell’s sister,
Lillian Blackwell, died
July 25, 2014 in Virginia.

Prayer Requests: Toni

Roberts, Ann Kirk,
Audrey McGrath, Bud
Mitchell, Jean Wolph,
Jim Shangle, Tom Wolfe,
The Flaniken Family,
The Smith Family, Becky
Van Buren (Bill &
Priscilla Becker's daughter), Ray Telschow
(Glenna Henkenmeier's
brother-in-law), Patrick
Coyle (Mary Reid's Sonin-law).

Mission Co-Workers:

Rochelle & Tyler Holm,
Gwenda & John Fletcher, Jeff & Christie Boyd,
Rev. Dr. Dustin & Sherry
Ellington, Dr. Larry and
Inge Sthreshley

August 2014 Special Offerings
August 10— Dare to Care Hunger
August 17— USPIRITUS
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Since HBPres did such a great job with last
year's rehab, we have been given the opportunity
to surpass the high expectations with this year's
Habitat House. Our partner family this year is
Crystal Guthrie and her son. The house is located at 3900 Georgie Way, Crestwood, KY 40014.
If you are interested in helping with Habitat this
year, please contact Brian Pollock,
bpmoving@yahoo.com, 298-5250.
As always, if there are any questions, don't
hesitate to contact me.
Brian Pollock

Grocery Cart
Items collected in the Grocery Cart for
the month of August will be donated to
the Portland Avenue Presbyterian
Church food pantry. The church has renovated the old Kroger building for worship and community outreach.
So it’s “business as usual” at Portland
Avenue.
Items “most needed” are:
peanut butter and crackers
spaghetti and sauce
Spaghettio’s
canned fruit and veggies
mac & cheese
soup
dish soap
paper towels and toilet paper.
As always, other items will be accepted.
For questions, contact;
Wilma Bennett, 459-7705.
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What’s Going On...
PW Kick-Off
The annual Presbyterian Woman’s "kick-off" luncheon and dinner for 2014-15
will be held in Eline Hall, Tuesday, September 9.
This year's focus includes a contemporary study of Second Corinthians,
"Reconciling Paul". Janice Catron, pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church,
will be the presenter at the 11:00 a.m. luncheon. Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty,
Horizons Bible Study author and chair of the Department of Theology
at Bellarmine University, will be the featured speaker at the 6:00 p.m. dinner meeting.
Portia Brittain, 426-6506, will be taking reservations. The cost of the delicious meal
prepared by Kathy Darby will be $9.00. Sign-ups will begin the second Sunday in August.
All women of the church are welcome.
HBPres Presbyterian Women,
Marybelle Duff, Program Chair, 632-2450

Survivors of Torture Recovery Center
The Survivors of Torture Recovery Center is going to start an art therapy class in mid-August.
The main art supplies will be purchased with grant funding, but donations are
needed in the form of art supporting materials.
Specifically, the following items are needed:
smocks (old XL t-shirts or men's button downs),
jars (for rinsing brushes)
yarn, thread, fabric remnants & rags
large buckets.
Please put any donated items in the HBPres donation closet on the first floor. Thank you in
advance for your support.
Volunteers Needed. The STRC also needs people to help with fundraising efforts involving
private foundations, corporate sponsors and individual donors. If you are interested in being
a fundraising volunteer, please contact Jim Guinn, STRC Project Manager, at 502-852-7968
or by e-mail at james.guinn@louisville.edu.
Learn more about STRC at
http://louisville.edu/kent/RESEARCH/recent-awards/survivors-of-torture-recovery-center-strc.
Thank you!
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Bookanalia
A classic

and several best sellers will highlight’s Bookanalia’s 30 anniversary year. The selections include three novels, a book of short stories, a book by a journalist about his hometown,
an autobiography and a biography. There are two books about women living in male societies
where the men think they are in charge and three about amazing women who have made a
huge difference because of the ways they have chosen to live their lives. Three of the books are
about life in Kentucky. In short, there is something here for everybody.
The books include The Cornbread Mafia by James Higdon, Aunt Jane of Kentucky by Eliza
Calvert Hall, The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd, And the Mountains Echoed by Khalid
Hosseini, The Red Tent by Anita Diamant, Love, Life and Elephants by Daphne Sheldrick, and
Mud Creek Medicine: The Life of Eula Hall and Fight for Appalachia by Kiran Bhatraju. To top
it all off, in April we will have a poetry sharing of either poems you have written or poems you
have loved and want others to hear.
Carmichael's has again agreed to have the books on our list available, and will provide a 20%
discount if you mention Bookanalia at HBPres.
We hope to see you at 6:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month, September through
November and January through May in either Room 209 or Eline Hall.
Happy Reading!

Preschool Update
It is amazing how fast the summer is flying by. We will soon be back in session and we are
looking forward to another great year. The teachers will return August 18. The parent
orientation will be Thursday morning, August 21 in the gym and preschool classrooms.
The first day of school will be August 22. Parents come with the children that day.
Our first day of carpool will be Monday, August 25 beginning at 8:45 a.m. Thank you for your
patience each morning and again at noon as all the new parents learn the routine during that
carpool time. And as always, thank you for your continued support of your preschool.
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Check it out…
Micro-Mission
We will meet at HBPres Saturday, August 9 at 9:30 a.m., travel downtown and
distribute cold water until 11:30 a.m., then celebrate with a picnic in Waterfront
Park.
We are asking you to provide:
2-24 bottles of cold water with a wagon or cart to aid transport.
A picnic lunch for your group/family.
Good walking shoes and your HBPres smile.
Contact Dave Doehnert, 423-9347, to answer any questions.

Micro-mission Event

Coordinator

Aug. 9

Spiritual Formation Committee Project

Nancy Pollock

Sept.
TBA
Oct.
TBA
Nov.
TBA

Wrap Up Louisville Fleece Blankets
Abandon Properties Clean-up
Twice Touched Free Health Clinic

HB Youth?
Al Pollock
Mary Alice Grover

Christmas Bskts: Angel tags, Xmas
Card Shop, Wrap Thanksgiving Baskets
(St. MAM) Project Warm (LGE)
Cabbage Patch Christmas Baskets:
Assemble—Deliver

Linda Garrett
Peggy Campbell
Lynn Overstreet
Mariners

Dec.
TBA
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$98,649 is Big Bucks!!!
Since 2002, Harvey Browne has earned this total from Kroger to support our youth program when we shopped with Kroger gift cards.
Congregants like you have helped more than 200 youth serve on mission trips, attend youth retreats and remodel the youth loft.
However, the Kroger rewards program is changing, which will make it easier
for everyone in our congregation to participate in this fundraiser:
Beginning 9-1-14, just by scanning your Kroger Plus card, HBPres
members will raise needed funds for the HBPres youth program.
No more purchasing, reloading, or reordering gift cards. First you
must link your Kroger Plus card to “Harvey Browne Presbyterian
Youth Program” @ www.kroger.com.communityrewards (This can’t be
done now; you will hear more details soon; there will be opportunities
to link your Kroger Plus card at church if you need help.)
Kroger has allocated $750,000 per quarter to the new Community
Rewards program. HBPres Youth Program will receive a percentage
based on our total food and pharmacy purchases when we use a Kroger
Plus card that has been linked on the website noted above.
This is free money for the taking!
Existing Kroger gift cards will not expire even after 9-1-14 when the
new rewards program begins, but 8-30-14 is the last day to reload
gift cards.
What should you do now? Keep using your Kroger gift card and add as much
as you comfortably can to the card until 8-30-14. The reward for these reloads will be 4%, and when you use your Kroger gift card beginning 9-1-14,
HBPres will receive an additional reward when you scan your Kroger Plus
card. You can find more information in the “Good News To Go” or call Portia
Brittain @ 593-7159 if you have questions.
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Spiritual Formation Committee
What does the Spiritual Formation Council do? We make a difference by planning; coordinating
leading and recruiting volunteers for education, programs and events that aide in the spiritual
development of the youngest members of HBPres, from infants to young adults.

Jubilee!

Youth

Sunday school is a great success! Our
group of dedicated volunteers provided
breakfast, music and Christian education
to 18 children and youth age toddler to
5th grade each Sunday morning last program year. We studied the stories of the
Bible through science, cooking, arts and
crafts, creative play, drama, games and
recreation.

The HBPres youth were active this year with
Sunday night fellowship, mission projects and
fund raising. Parts of the fund raising dollars
are being used to remodel the youth loft, which
will be ready for use in August.

For the 2014-2015 program year, we will
continue with breakfast, music and story
time. We are excited to provide dedicated
classes for toddlers, preschoolers and kindergarteners, continue our rotation model
for 1st-5th graders, small group bible
study for middle and high school and confirmation class for 8th-9th graders.

Vacation Bible School
This year’s Workshop of Wonders was a fun
mix of crafts, music, games, science, and Bible stories! We had 55 children and about 35
volunteers, both adults and youth, who spent
over 700 hours sowing the seeds of God’s love
in the young hearts every day. We learned
about imagining with God with the story of
Esther and building with God and rebuilding
the temple. The mustard seed parable
taught us to grow with God while we worked
with God to feed the 5,000. Finally, we
walked with God on the Emmaus Road and
performed some of our songs for parents Friday and for the congregation on Sunday. It
was a busy week, and the children showed
their growing love for God by donating 50
birthday presents for the children at the Volunteers of America Family Emergency Shelter. WOW to all who participated!
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In June, 22 youth and 14 adults traveled to the
Montreat Youth Conference in North Carolina
where they experienced an amazing time of
small group study, worship, fellowship and fun!
We returned to the Heifer ranch in Arkansas
this year with 12 youth and 3 adults for the annual youth mission trip. The youth spent a
week living in a global village experiencing
what life is like in other parts of the world that
do not have the abundance of the United
States.
In July, two youth and adults traveled with the
Mid-Kentucky Presbytery to the Middle School
youth conference at Maryville college in
Maryville, TN.
We begin our program year with Do-In, our annual Labor Day weekend retreat. This year,
our theme is “Unconditional”. We will explore
how God’s love is unconditional and how we
can take that love into the world in all our
relationships.
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We Need You!
To make programs and Christian education successful, we need YOU! There are so many
ways you can help! Please consider the following:
1. Be a Sunday school teacher for 1st -5th Grade, it’s only one Sunday a month with our rotation
model and the lessons are prepared for you.
2. Already have a Sunday school class you attend or maybe you like the 10 a.m. worship Service?
You can still help as a kitchen/breakfast prep volunteer.
3. Not comfortable leading a class, but want to help? Become a shepherd to support the class
room teacher and build a relationship with the youth.

10 Reason to Bring Your Child to Sunday School
While sleeping late can be nice, have you considered the benefits of Sunday school attendance
for your child? Here are 10 reasons to make it a priority for your family.
1. Age Targeted Teaching: Where else can your kids get Biblical instruction that’s focused
toward their developmental abilities?
2. Friends: In Sunday school, your child will build positive friendships with their peers by
discovering God’s Word together.
3. It’s Fun: Sunday school is not Disneyland, but our teachers do work hard to teach the Bible in ways that are relevant and fun for kids.
4. Spiritual mentors: A dedicated teacher can be a Christian role model who supports you
and helps inspire the faith of your child.
5. Systematic Bible Learning: Our curriculum is designed to give a broad foundation, so
children will understand how all the parts of scripture point to Christ.
6. Praying Teachers: Our teachers consistently pray for your child’s faith to grow. Coming
to Sunday school gives another occasion for God to answer those requests.
7. Big Reward for a Small Investment: If you’re already coming to church, just come a little
earlier. That one change will equal over 800 hours of additional Christian teaching before
your child graduates.
8. Send the Right Message: Making Sunday school a priority shows your kids that God’s
Word really does matter more than pillow-time.
9. Adult Bible Fellowship: While the children enjoy their class, you can attend an adult class
or the contemporary 10 a.m. worship service.
10. You’ll be on time: Families who come to Sunday school always get to worship on time.
Spiritual Formation Committee Members:
 Dave Doehnert, co-chair, Ruling Elder, kydonut@bellsouth.net
 Missy Turner, co-chair, Ruling Elder, missyturner27@gmail.com
 Kathy Doelling, Sunday School superintendent
 Nancy Williamson
 Janie Roper
 Laura Krausen
 Adam Fischer, staff liaison, adamfischer@bellsouth.net
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Session Members

Pastors and Staff, Phone & E-mail

Anne Hughes
Clerk of Session
Linda Brantley
Marty Cundiff
Dave Doehnert
Doug Earley
Tom Frentz
Allen Gilfert
Will Hilyerd
Doug Holm
Gail Hudson
Anne Hughes
Marianne Humphries
Alice Judy
Frank Kosnik
Kara Lewis
Bruce Lindsey
Doug Mann
Lynn Overstreet
Pat Pernicano
Mike Schmied
Penny Stewart
Sara Sutphin
Missy Turner

John Roper, Pastor, ext: 105 johnroper@bellsouth.net
Adam Fischer, Associate Pastor for Ministry to Children & Youth,
ext. 117 adamfischer@bellsouth.net
Kimberly Cabrera, Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Ministry
Coordination, ext: 109 kcabrera@bellsouth.net
Larry Brandenburg, Minister of Music, ext: 110
ldblouisville@yahoo.com
Bill Williamson, Parish Associate, ext: 112 billwilliamson@twc.com
Beth Brandenburg, Director Children’s Choir
Kathleen Yager, Children’s Choir Associate
Timothy Baker, Organist/Assistant Director of Music, ext: 108
kewlpipes2@gmail.com
Barbara Bailey, Director Weekday Preschool, 895-2577
harveybrownepreschool@gmail.com
Julie Rousseau, Director Nursery and Parents’ Day Out, ext: 119
jrousseau@bellsouth.net
Beverly Quick, Business Manager, ext: 104 bevquick@bellsouth.net
Cheryl Granger, Administrative Assistant, ext: 101
cherylgranger@bellsouth.net
Tina Mosley, Administrative Assistant, ext. 100 tinajmosley@bellsouth.net
Tim Miller, Senior Custodian, ext 106 tmillerhb@bellsouth.net
Office: (502) 896-1791
Fax: (502) 895-1824 www.hbpres.net

Deadline for submissions to the
Sept. Newsletter is Aug. 20th
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